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A D elegates from 180 coun-
Sl - tries open a landmark
.f‘.' conference on women here
'T} Monday, with diplomatic hag-
e __ gling over the wording of a
St * platform for action to improve
. thelives of women - and how
- 1t will be funded
‘ Domestic politics over-
.+ * shadow the funding of the ac-
~ ' tion program. The diversity of
-4 > the socal and political systems

' ,. represented at the Sep. 4-15
- Fourth World Conference on

Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD) in Cairo
which bear a particular rel-
evance to current global'talks.
Sadik pointed to Germany,
Britain, the Netherlands, and
the Nordic nations as among
those countries moving to
place more resources towards
the plan adopted in Cairo for
population and development.
She told IPS the United States
was the only “unknown coun-

try”, meaning its position was
undetermined.

“Policies count,” Melinda

Kimble, the Deputy Assistant

wash dishes, my friend . .  1s
looking for a dishwasher”, she
said. “If you bring a dish-
washer in Dar es Salaam (Tan-
zania), it would not work be-
cause water 1s not in the pipe”.

The United States danced
around pre-Beijing discussions
that sought to place issues.like
structural adjustment
programmes meted out to in-
debted countries at the centre

of poverty discussions. Wash-
ington 1s holding the line that

the annual 55-60 billion dollars -

in transfers of net development

‘asSistance from the North can

-..'l.-*"

for disagreements - remain
around parts of the draft
programme of action. Coun-
tries could not agree on word-
ing for text relating to 12 criti-
cal areas.

Regardless, NGOs monitor-
ing the talks here are allowing
themselves some hope. There
have been assurances from the
Vatican delegation that it will
stand by the issues they and
other nations have already
agreed to.

Fundamentalist Christian
and Islamic states had led the

- offensive on the document’s
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Ecuador, Sudan, Iran, Egypt

and Benin also put up road-
blocks.

Even the word “gender”
created a storm at preparatory
meetings. A few delegations
and right-wing groups charged
that the conference was trying
to promote homosexuality.

The UN has attempted to
clarify the term. A “contact
group” that was set up at UN

headquarters in New York

reached agreement that the
word has been understood in
its “ordinary, generally ac-
cepted usage” in other UN fo-

%men here made it almost  Secretary for the US. State De-  be “better utilized.” language, charging that West- rums and conferences.
i vould bedispute  partment offered Sunday. “For g 1 o4 W L) ~ern countries were pursuing an . The usage in the Beijing %
S hover ‘mehﬂgmgeﬁfmﬁm " the Platform of Action, more ="~ e - agenda that was driven in part draft platform is meant to s
B ant ~wchanges mneeded than On the wording for the by pro-abortion groups as well ~ highlight women's social roles™ <
' y= ral of the addlﬁﬁnﬁl resources”. document, a handful of coun- 35 gay and lesbian furies. compared to their biological
"U.N. Pupulatmn Fund -But Gertrude Mongella, Sec-  tries were so adamant that cer- In Cairo-and at preparatory . functions. - |
_ ;@" “(UNFPA) Nafis Sadik sees  retary-General of the Beijing tamlanguagqbe.scratc_hed that  talks for the Beijing conference Also in dls:Pute has been
. some signs that most of the  conference, nailed the problem t!u:-y rgopened discussions ear- . . the Vatican, Guatemala, Hon- languagje for “sexual and re-
major donors of the world and Sunday when she stressed the lier this'year in New York on duras, and Malta led the as- productive health and repro- .
some developing nations are different levels of capacity Issues many thnught had pre- sault on terms like “gender” vs ductive rights"which countries
‘moving on commitmentsmade  among nations. viously been tied up. “sex” and “equity” vs “equal-  had worked out in Cairo. (IPS)

. povat last year's International

“While I look for water to

“Brackets” - UN parlance

ity”. Other countries including

Leaping
the wire

By Veronika Sarkany

he Women’s Circus and
Amnesty International Aus-
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tralia are joining together at the
Fourth World Conference on
Wonten to highlight the human
rights violations suffered by
women throughout the world.
The Women'’s Circus will present
a number of performances based on =
the stones of women from 11 coun-
tries of the world. Through therr -
performance, the Women's Circus
will aim to cross cultural and lan- ©
guage barriers to reach participants . 23
_at the Conference and Forum with 13
' the message of human rights. : &
Women are invited to partici- . B
pate, learn and exchange perfor- 3
mance skills. Performances and :
workshops will be in the Parasol
Area next to the Kuumba Stage
Check there for daily updates in
the performance/workshop times.
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EDITORIAL

Irony in the
UN system

I t 1S an ironic situation that
while the UN s SpONsoOring
a world conference on the ad-
“vancement of women, with the
slogan equality, development,
and peace, it is so slow n
implementing equality within
ils Own organizabon

One improvement during
the last 20 years ygars was the
change in prionity for the
women's conferences from
peace to equality

But within the UN system
itself, the equality process is
very slow, both for women
and for the small nations

There are not many criticisms
against the UN from the
women & organizabhons re-
cently because there are many
other more important causes
they have to fight for

Perhaps the UN should de-
plore this fact. The lack of criti-
cism can also be a sign of in-
difference, and nothing could
be worse than that

In the last few years, the fo-
cus of crihicism was on the lack
of influence by the small na-
tions The UN system seems to
be remiss in its res

people, men and women

One nahon, onée vole was

the ideal UN concept Equality
between people and nations
should be ensured. Reality
shows that |85 of UN members

are small nations, but the real

power in the UN belongs to a

few nch and developed coun-

tres

WEDO, Women's Environ-

mental and Development Or-

ganization, with the ever active

Bella Abzug as the driving
force behind it, has drafted an
alternative plattorm ol action,
which in many ways goes to
the root of discrimination, both
of women, the world economy
and the UN system

Erskine Chulders, a world-

known wniter, has made a criti-
cal study of the UN system
and has found some answers

ibilities
to the small nations and its

as to how it could be more
democratic and effective, in-
cluding in serving the needs
of women
From the very beginning,
the UN with its general as-
sembly should be the main
actor and imitiator in
macroeconomics. The Eco-
nomic and Social Council
(ECOS50C), where most
women's organizations have
their influence, should ini-
hate economic studies and
palicy which could beneht
both north and south, and
small and big countries alike
Very soon, and specially
through the Bretton Wood
treaty, the main economic
orgamizations, the World
Bank (WB), International
Monetary Fund (IMF), the
International Development
Agency(lIDA). and the
United Nations Develop-
ment Program (UNDP) were
dominated by the richer
countries Some call them
neo-colomal
The UN General Assem-
bly and ECOSOC did not re-
ally have an influence on all
these important economic
organizations. Through the
security council and the high
level policy to control the
world powers, little was left
of real power to the small
and poor As women, we do
not have illusions on equal
dl"nl’f'lhllh{.’ln of resources
Al least 25 % of the UN's
budget 1s dependent on the
United States. If one is to be-
heve Childers, the US 15 us-
Ing 1ts economic power to
control the UN by threaten-
ing to withdraw support if it
does not get want it wants
In the failure of real de-
mocracy within the UN sys-
tem hes the roots of the fail-
ure of equality policy for
women
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Plotting progress

Brrgil Wang

on women'’s rights

By Sakiko Fukuda-Parr

How far has gender equality
been achieved? What should
be the ¢niteria for progress?
What kind of yardstick do we
use?

The Human Development
Eeport 1995 introduces two
new indices which measure
progress in gender equality

The first 15 the Gender-re-
lated Development Index
(GDI) whach 1s the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI) ad-
justed for gender dispanty The
GDI measures progress in hu-
man capabilities but says noth-
ing about whether progress
was equitably shared between
women and men

Message

The GDI sends a powerful
message that gender equality
15 a key ingredient of human

development
The GDI shows, for ex-

ample, that achieving 81% lit-
eracy rate for both women and
men in the Dominican Repub-
lic is vastly more satisfactory

that achieving the same 81% in

Bolivia with §9% for men and
73 % for women. It goes fur-
ther It measures whether
Bolivia's 81% unequal achieve-
ment is better that Haiti's
lower but more balanced
achievement of 41% for
women and 45 for men

Rapid progress

The second index is the Gen-
der Empowerment Measute
(GEM) which measures gender
inequality in national eco-
nomic and political decision
making The GEM includes
male and female shares of par-
liamentary seats, administra-
tion and management posi-
tions, professional and techni-
cal positions, and earned in-
come

GEM and GDI results show
there has been rapid progress

in human capabilities - educa-
tion, health, for both men and
women combined with in-

creasing equality since 1970 .

Gender gaps in basic capabili-
tles have narrosyed bat @till re-

main throughout the world
GDI is lower than HDI 1n ev-
ery single country in the world,
showing that gender inequal-
ity is universal

The priority for gender
equality action should focus in
the next decades on equal ac-
cess to political and economic
opportunities, shifting away

from L"‘l’]lh‘ll access to opportus

nities for developing capabili-
thes

ments that cannot be measured
or are not measured

Sakiko Fukuda-Parr 1s Direclor, -

Human Developmient Report

L]{ftu*_ Umited Nations Develaps

ment Programme (UNDP),
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The NGO Forum would like to thank
the following whose contribulions
made this newspaper possible Apple
Computer, Inc, the European Union
the Governmen! of Denmark, the Gov

ernment of Norway; Lhe Government
of Sweden. the International Planned
Parenthood Federation (IP'F), Nikon
Electronic Imaging for the loan of their
£25 Digital Camera and Nikon
Coolscan; the Umited Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United
Natiens Developmenl Mrogramme
(UNDP) and its country offices In
Beljing, Dakar Freetown, lslamabad
New Delhi, Manila, Port Moresby,
Suva, Tunis, the United Nations Fund
for Population Activities (UNFPA)

and the Government of Japan for
making the information packels
Fumibh.‘

Interpress Service (I1S) is giving
Forum™®5 full access 1o its global
wire service b ondor o better serve
NGO Forum participants

The daily ia produced ong
PowerBook and Power Maciniosh
computers provided by the NGO
Forum technology sponsor, Apple
Compuler. Inc Dhgital photographs
are laken on Nikon cameras

Forum 95 is located in Building 12
(Middle School No. 1 Library). Tel
962 0324 and 962 0326 Fax 9620028

GDI and GEM need to be
supplemented with qualitative - 8
analysis to capture those ele-"

= 2+ Forum 95

L]
=

L]

g -

.
] -

-

9
ik 2

-

! Y@ pen Forum

At this conference, a major
congoversy has arisen
regarding the use of the word
gender in the Plan of Action
Some say there is no need for
this word since we already
have sex to differentiate men
from women

No one denies the fact that
there are only two biological
sexes and that their joining is
necessary to produce the next
generation. Women bear chil-
dren and they can nurse them
Most women enjoy caring for
children, as do many men

But there is no biological

reason why women have to get
less education, earn less, have
their work dismissed as not
worth counting, or be subser-
vient to men and suffer thelr
beatings

The word gender only came
into prominence recently in the
women' s movement. Before
that time, most of us only
heard about gender when we
studied language. English
speakers were surprised to
learn that in Spanish, French,
Latin, German and other lan-
guages, words and objects
were masculine or feminine

Women of color meet
as US Delegation

omen of color in the

United States are cre-
ating a new voice to collec-
tively addréss the
inteérsectionalitly of race,

ethnicity and gender discrimi-
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of Afnncan American, Asian
American, Indigenous and
Latina women has forged a
unique cbalition

Their principal goal is to
craft language for the Platform
of Action that speaks to the
multiple forms of discrimina-
tion faced by US racial and eth-
nic minorities

The coalition 1s scheduled
to meet with the US delegation
on Tuesday to press their con-
cerns

The Platform of Action is
replete with bracketed lan-
guage that neglects to recog-
nize the intersection of racial
and gender discrimination,
notes Barbara Amwine, execu-

hive director of the Washington
DC based Lawyers Commitice
for Civil Rights Under Law
and an organizer of the Women
of Color Coalition

“"That we asswomen of color

are building a united front to

impact on the document is a
very historic exercise that we
hope will carry us beyond
Beijing and benefit women of
color from the entire hemi-
sphere
This is the fist such coalition

ata UN meeting. The four cau-
cuses have individually and
collechively identified priority
concerns around issues of eco-
nomic security, the nghts of
immigrant and internally dis-
placed women, health care
violence against women, envi-
ronmental justice and the
broadening of the definition of
-discrimination to include lan-
guage discmination

Gwen McKinney

Communicate h

I_Iundn.*d-.a of workshops

and discussions have
started. When we held ours it
was happily not limited to
Japanese; other countnes were
represented. We were ready
with an interpreter who speaks
English and Esperanto. Our in-
terpreter, whose native lan-
guage is English, interpreted
“foreign” English with diffi-
culty and noted that the people
found it difficult to express
their profound feelings, By

" using Esperanto our exchanges

were more lively and more
equally understood than in any

other group 1 had been to.
The problems of women
are multitudinous. Why
should we nsist that they
spend hime and money study-
ing a difficult national
tongue? We need to be able
to exchange information with
deeper understanding. We
need to direct our attention to

* the problems of language dis-

crimination. Let us orgamize
discussions to create a better
way tofacilitate true interna-
tional communication for the
coming 21st century

By Aihara Misako

Stephenie Hollyman

Forum “95 welcomes Letters to the Editor

Please be brief and bring your letters to the

newspaper offices in Burlding 12, 3rd floor

The Edilors reserve the right to shorten letters for space reasons

Look at the word gender

and must have the proper ar-
ticle: Learners had to remem-
ber that a pen, for example,
was “la plume”, a feminine ar-
ticle and object

We learned that it was ~al
sol”, masculine and “la luna”,
leminine. Spanish men sailed
on “el barco®, a masculine
boat, but English men also
sailed on gendered boat, as in
“ She sailed the ocean blue”
These assignments of gender
are arbitrary, perhaps based on
ancient mythological beliefs
But as far as tasks in the home
and on the farm were

genderized, it was always to
keep men in power

Today’s women are doing
gender analysis to determine
what factors prevent them
from getting credit, education,
jobs or power over their own
lives. Gendered roles are pre-
venting their full participation
in society Gender is arbitrary,
biological sex i1s not

Margaret Feldman, Ph D.
Staying at Hua Du Hotel
Room 5103
Ph: 500166

Does empowerment
exclude happiness?

Mﬂll‘lj,.r women have
stopped by the United

Families booth in the Exhibi-

tion Hall, delighted 1o see
something at the NGO Forum
which recognizes their role as
mothers. Their faces light up as
they talk about their famulies,
and tears come to their eyes as
we provide them with material
that will help them become
more successful in this impor-
tant role

While | believe women

should have equal pay for
equal work, opportunity for
the highest degrees 1in educa-
bion, and every other opportu-
nity afforded men, we should
not allow our concern for these
1ssues to forget the feelings of

love which mothers have to-
ward their children - and the
happimess which can gained

Working
group for

Openness

S ince the beginning of
the NGO Forum, NGO

delegates have experienced
problems with security, sur-
veillance, access, freedom of

expression and association,
communication and trans-

portation. The Working
Group on Openness, which
emerged from the Women's
Human Rights Caucus, was
formed to address these
problems. The Working
Group raised these problems
with the NGO Facilitating
Committee and submitted a

" detailed list of incidents

At Friday's press confer-
ence, members of the NGO
Facilitating Committee an-
nounced that the COC had
agreed to ensure the nghts of

the participants at the NGO
Forum

Members of our group

through association with
thieir families
1 have traveled in many

developing countries, and |

have seen happy faces on.

the mothers, and happy
faces on the children. Sure
there is much we can do to
bring greater ease to their
life - to introduce more edu-

cation, cleanliness, nutri-
tion, financial opportunities,
ete. But we need (o be care-
ful that we do not destroy
their happiness in the pro-

_Cess
Susan Roylance,

United Families, President

will be attending regional
and thematic cauvcuses w0 n-
courage broader participa-

tion in the Working Group.
We urge you to send your
representative(s) to this meet-
ing. A member of the group
is on the Equipo and will act
as liaison. The Working
Group on Openness will con-
tinue to meet throughout the
Government Conference
Working Group for
Openness contacts:
Laurel Fletcher
tel - 905-90260
Catherine Baber

tel.: 905-90720

Teach me
how to
dance!

Forum 95+ 3



Men speak out for women

By Veronika Sarkany

WJII women's gains in
gender equality lead to
a zero sun game for men? That
was a question which recurred
openly and repeatedy at the
workshop on Men tor Gender
Equality yesterday. Maybe, at
the begainning, but certainly not
in the long run, was the an-
swer The only woman on the
panel was organiser Winifred
Fitzgerald, assistant director of
Harvard Centre for Population
and Development Studies. The
invited male panelist spoke
about how to encourage men's
participation and commuitt-
ment to gender equality
"It 1s necessary and timely to
dispel the perception that gen-
der equality is a goal advo-
cated by and for women only”,
said Ms. Fitzgerald It 1s an is-
sue that many men support
and its benefits would accrue
to everybody The Harvard
Centre's inutiative calling tor
Action for Gender Equality
launched a few months prior to
the Beijing conference has been
signed by almost 400 individu-
als and groups of different
countnes

Much progress has been
made in achieving gender
equality, but the agenda re-
mains unfirushed. This is seen
in many different areas. Men in
mast countries of the world
think that family planning is
for women only. “More than
that! Most family programmes
have no male components” -
adds Nick Danforth, chariman
of Man in Reproductive
Health

The women's movement
has done a lot to make women
aware of reproductive nghts
and health Professor Juan
Guillermo Figuerda-Perez of
Mexico said a similar learmung
process for men would be
much needed. "30% of the men
in my country do not know
how many children they have”
. he said "As people say in my

country- men have reproduc-
tive responsibilities, while
women have reproductive
rnights™ , he adds

Family planning was a

brand new concept at the be-

ginmung of this century. Gender

equality is a new concept born

close to the end of that century

One of the best known advo-
cates of family planning and
contraception was Margaret

Sanger Her grandson is
Alexander C. Sanger, the presi-
dent of Planned Parenthood of
New York. An advocate of gen-
der equahty, Mr. Sanger has
brought his 13 year old son,
Andrew, to the women's con-
ference tp carry on the family
heritage of committment to the
cause of women

Alexander C. Sanger, presudent of
Planned Parenthood of New York

and his 13 year old son, Andrew,
attend the women s conference
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RUM ON WOMEN

The sad plight of Japanese
women workers

Mana Elena Hurtado

H alf a malhion government
workers in Japan are ille-
gally employed as “temporary’
workers, with no benefits and
low pay. Several have taken
the government to court, but
to no avail

Some of the affected women
appealed for support for their
plight at the convention center
Their cry: “Don’t let the Japa-
nese government exploit and
throw away women workers”

The case of Kuniko Yazaki is
typical Yazaki worked for
eight years, five days a week
as a librarian at the University
of Osaka. Only when she was
dismissed and took her employ-
ers to court did she find that, of-
ficially, she dud not exist.

For eight years, her wages

had not been paid out of the
unuversity’s salary budget but

out of an account for buying

office stationery.

Civil Service law in Japan
defines temporary workers as
those who are hired to do
short-term, seasonal work for

less than a year. To circumvent

the law, government offices

e ——————
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employ people for one day less
than a year and then hire them
again and again

These temporary workers,
mostly women, are totally un-
protected. Yazak, for example,
1s crippled by repetitive strain
injury as a result of handling
200,000 books a week. She can-
not work any more, got no
compensation and has to de-
pend financially on a sister and
her parents

Fed up with the exploitative
system, Michiko Kitada, alsoin
Huairou to report on the tem-
porary workers’ plight, tried to
form a union. Unions are al-
lowed in the Japanese Civil
Service but they cannot go on
strike.

She was dismussed for doing
so after having worked for four

years full tme as a laboratory

technician. She also lost her

case in the Supreme Court
“We came to Huairou be-
cause we wanted all the
world’s people to know what
the Japanese government is do-

ing to Japanese workers,” she

said. “If we do not publicize it,

nobody will ever know because
the government is saying one

thing and doing another.”

To cope with increasing
competition for Japanese prod-
ucts, the private sector is also
increasingly using temporary
workers “We are the control
valve that allows employers to
expand or shrink the labor
force according to need,” said
Kitada

Women are also paxd much
less. The latest statistic from
the Labor Ministry showed
that in 1992, the ratio of men’s
to women's salary was 51%
The 1986 Equal Opportunities
Bill failed to include a clause on
equal pay

The Women's Labor Union
of Japan is organizing a peti-
tion to force the Japanese gov-
ernment to implement a 1994
International Labor Agreement
agreement, signed by Japan,
which states that temporary
workers should have the same
basic rights as full timers

“From past experience, we
doubt that the government will
implement the agreement,”
Yazaki said “So we are remain-
ing vigilant and campaigning
actively for women workers’
rights”

Bosnia

Rina Jiminez-David

“Muslim women supporting the women of Bosnia!" proclaims this
banner borne through the streets and camp sites of the NGO Fo-
rum area Saturday. The women were marching to express solidar-
ity with their Muslim sisters in the war-torn Eastern European
country beset by war, ethnic cleansing and sexual violence
Sisterhood is the common theme of this and other street marches
throughout the Forum site, from Indian village women to Japa-
nese peace activists calling for compensation for Comfort Women
and revision of history textbooks, from Brazilians dancing the
samba while waving green banners, to people with disabilities
demanding better conditions on-site. All part of the spirit of
democracy and freedom of expression that prevails here at NGO

Forum "95
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Educating Girls:

Money Needed Where Mouth Is

By Sara Ann Friedman

( 'Il irls are beginning women,

says Carol Bellamy who
assumed her new post as execu-
tive director of the UN Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) in April
1995
She has brought a combina-
tion of private and public sec-
tor experience in banking and
the Peace Corps to the challeng-
ing task of heading one of the
UN's most energetic and multi-
sectoral agencies
Working in 140 mostly devel-
oping countries, UNICEF sup-
ports and initiates a broad range
of integrated programmes that
fall under the umbrella of sur-
vival protection and develop-
ment of children
They include water and sani-
tation, health, education, chil-
dren in armed conflict, strect
children, elimination and pre-
vention of economic and sexual
exploitation and, of course, the

advancement of girls and

women. A tall order, but
UNICEF has been growing in
size and spirit, responding to
each new and more complex

‘.\__.-_lwﬂ'mq.- g -

Ads offend, aggressive
ads offend absolutely

challenge since its creaton In
1946 as a relief agency for the
war torn eountries of Western
Europe

This broad experience, says
Bellamy, is reflected in
UNICEF's involvement in
more than 25 workshops at the
NGO Forum. She stresses “But
key to UNICEF policy, key to
our work at the Forum and key
to all the other work we do is
education of girls “

Education of girls reduces
illiteracy since two thirds of the
world's illiterate people are
women It results in smaller
families, later marriage, a re-
duction in infant and maternal
mortality, and of no small im-
portance, improvement in the
economic status and partiapa-
tion of women

All of these benefit entire
nations and societies, which

governments have committed

themselves to ensure in

Jomtiem at the World Confer-

ente on Education for All and
at the 1990 World Summit for
Chuldren

“We want them to put their
respurces where their pens and
their signatures are,” she adds

But as a former legislator
nobody knows better than
Béllamy the limits of the law
One of the most shocking
events in her life, she acknowl-
edges, was leaving the legisla-
ture to become an administra-
tor and realizing that there
were still problems, even after
the laws were passed

Getting girls into school 1s a
complex social, political and
cultural challenge It requires
building schools closer to
home, hiring more women
teachers, creating support sys-
tems for parents and convinc-
ing them that it is safe and
worthwhile to educate their

daughters

“The world community has
made tremendous headway on
that front,” says Bellamy

But getting girls to school is
only one step, keeping them

there is another That means
confronting lssues ol teenage

pregnancy and poverty, mak-

“Key to our work at the Forum and key to
all the other work we do is education of girls.”

ing sure that books and cur-
ricula and teachers are girl
friendly. Education is really
about much more than educa-
tion, she observes

Girls were totally invisible
in the agenda of Mexico City,
Copenhagen and Nairobi. In
the past two years, UNICEF
and NGOs working together in
Africa, South Asia and the

West have helped to incorpo-

rate girls into every section of
the Platform and add a 12th
new Critical Area of Concerrc

the Girl Child

What happens at the Con-
ference is important, Bellamy
believes. But it is a beginning
not an end

She says: “The closer we
look at the issues, the more evi-
dent their complexity and in-
escapable linkages: education
to violence to child marrage,
health, nutntion, sexual explor-
tation, and all of these to eco-

nomic and socal dispanties.” |

There are no quick foces and
in the end what happens be-
yond Beljing " what really

matiers

By Rina Jimenez-David

W henever the subject of
violence in the media is
discussed, the images that
spring to mind are those of ac-
thion films and TV shows chock-
full of car crashes, gunfights
blood spurting from bullet
holes, and people going at each
other with all sorts of weap-
ofiry, including bare fists
But for women living in un-
derdeveloped Third World
economies, said a Chile-based
media researcher, media vio-
lence takes on other forms
Maria Elena Hermosilla,
former director of Ceneca, a
media awareness and research
group working with grassroots
communities, said that for
women attending their work-
shops, "aggressive television
advertising, especially of ex-
pensive food products,” 1s a
form of media violence
Speaking at a “Workshop on
Women and Media Violence”®
sponsored by the World Asso-
ciation of Chrishan Commun-
cators, Hermosilla said the
women found such advertising
violent because “lhey were

then living in a situation of
deep economic recession” and
they found such advertise-
ments deeply offensive and in-
trusive

A valuable tool in awaken-
ing media awareness, said
Hermosilla, was an exercise in
which the women were asked
to “create their own commer-
cial, to create their own day-
dream that consumers can
achieve,” Often, she said, the
women would arrive at a "col-
lective discovery” of what ad-
vertising was all about

Meg Hogarth of Media-
watch Canada made a brief
presentation of her organiza-
tion's activities, and their im-
pact on advertising practices
and policies

A telephone survey they
conducted on women's atti-
tudes towards television, she
said, showed that 73 percent of
the women silently boycotted
products whose advertising
they found offensive

When they also proved that
women make the majority of
buying decisions, including 55
percent of car-buying deci-
sions, in Canada, Hogarth saud,

their research resulted in a shaft
in adverhsing strategies of car
companies

Hogarth alsd mentioned the
successful campaign against
violence in the media launched
by the younger sister of a Que-
bec woman who had been bru-
tally raped and murdeéred. The
young woman was able to
gather 1 3 mullion signatures
for her petihon calling for gov-
ernment action to check the
prohferation of violent images
in the media, Hogarth said,
though compliance to the re-
sulting code on violence was
purely voluntary

Still, the examples discussed
by Hermosilla and Hogarth
show that the effort to sensitize
the media to their role in
soceity 15 not entirely fruitless

Other speakers at the work-
shop were Margaret Gallagher,
a leading researcher and writer
on women and media issues,
who spoke on "Some Issues in
the Gender and Media Vio-
lence Debate,” Melody Walker
of Women's Media Watch in
Jamaica, and Jacqui Nolte, ot
the Community Arts
Programme in South Africa

“Misbehaving”

- Policy

Seona Smiles

f I 'he “persistent problem
of misbehaving policy”™ 1s

the area being tacked by six
young women from Sussex
and East Angha universities,
United Kingdom

“Thus 15 where you get femi-
nist ideas and gender palicy
accepted by development
organisations, yet at the imple-
mentation level there is often a
deviation in the way the policy
works,” they explained

This happens mostly in two
ways, they said. The resources
designed for changing
women's traditional roles and
gender policies get channeled
into weltare and social type
activities

The other way is using
women's issues as a tool to
achieve othar policy goals, for

example, when the education
of girls is good for populabion
control, or credit for women
good for poverty reduction.

Both these things are true
but if people lose sight of the
goal of women's cognitive
emanapation or financial im-
provement, they lose the
emancipating: potenhal

They group, most of whom
are with the Institute of De-
velopment Stuches at Sussex, are
runung 4 number of acavihes
including a workshop on Mon-
day 4 September at Ilpm in
A-T55

They said they had made it
to the Forum by “scrabbling™
and self funding, but were
grateful to Brihish Overseas
Development Aid for support-

ing their workshop.
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Internet links Huairou to

By Edie Farwell

he Assocation for Pro
gressive Communica-
Hons (AIC) has gathered a
team of 40 women from 24
countries to provide the
Internet, e-mail and electronic
informaton disseminabon ser-
vices in the Business and Press
Centers, Building 17
Full Internet services to all
participants and the press
corps are via two A4 Kilobyte
lines. Women and men around
the world can access informa-
tion coming directly from the
NGO Forum and the UN
Fourth World Conterence on
Women (WCW) via ¢-mail,
clectronic conlerences, };HF"H‘T
and ‘worldaide web’ pages

18 languages

APC expects that more than
30 million people w orldwide
will have access to informahon
coming directly from China tor
the duration of the WCW_APC
has also developed e-mail
query tools so that people from
countries which do not have
Internet access can also easily
access the information gener
ated by the WCW and the
NGO Forum

Collectively, the APC team
of 40 offers technical, user sup-
port and training in 18 lan-
guages. In addition to the oth-
c1al conference languages, lan-
guages offered include: Wolot,
Sinhala, Mandann, Hindi, Rus-
sian, Portuguese and Czech

APC’s team includes an all
women's technical staff who
were here early last week in-
stalling the svstem to be ready

~ the world and beyond...

for Forum participants on )

opening day. This 1s the first
such technical team at a UN or
NGO Forum conference,
Throughout the world, theré
1s a significant gender gap be-
tween men and women who
use and operate computers
Two vears ago, APC imhated
a Women's Networking Sup-
port Program to address this
gender gap, both within the
NGO community and within
APC’s own staff
This effort has paid off as
evidenced by APC being able
to provide an all-women’s
team to prove that computer
networking 1s appropriate for
women and can be operated by
women; and by the tremen-
dous level of daily activity in

the Business Center where the
Internet and e-mail services are
based y
Over the last two years,
APC’'s Women's Program has
directly helped hundreds of
women s nrgnnt?ﬂtmn!-. In
more than 30 countres to in-
corporate the use of computer
communications in their
preparations for the World
Conference on Women, while
thousands more have been
able to access quality informa-
tion on the Conference
The Women s Program has
focused on demonstrating how
this technology can be an effec-
tive tool for information shar-
ing and coordination. Several
hundred women on all conti-
nents have received training in

use of the system and over 50
more have been trained as
technicians and trainers.

The APC Women's Program
has ensured that most of the
key documents relating to the
World Conference and NGO
Forum are rapidly made avail-
able on the network, which has
greatly increased the possibil-
ity of women making informed
input to the preparatory pro-
CCsS5

Many of the lobbying pro-
posals for the UN Platform for
Action that will circulate dur-
ing the NGO Forumand World
Conference have been made
possible because women had
r;:p:d access L0 SUCCessive ver-
sions of the draft document
and to the proposals of other

NGOQO’s interface on the issues

By Walter Hutchens

Wa]l-. among the tents
and meeting sites of the
NGO Forum and it is lrkely
yvour bags will soon grow
heavy with brochures, pam-
phlets, and other materials
There is so much information,
and much of it looks interest-
mng

The torrents of available
publications are only one of the
ways NGOs hamess computer
technology NGOs also use
computers to communicate
without printing, to manage
their membership information
and to facilitate their overall
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operations. A number of
groups are here to help women
use or learn about these uses
of computers

Many NGOs are using the
Internet and other computer
networks. Often, NGOs find
that e-mail and other means of
electronic commurnucation are
cheap and fast and that they
encourage borderless collabo-
raton

Haymee Perez, a Cuban
economist living in Angola
founded Angonet, a network
serving NGOs and academic
institutions

Health, educahion and sani-
tation issues are discussed on

Angonet, both inside and out-
side the country. Problems
with the phone infrastructure
in Angola a ¢ expense of
international calling make the
network especially useful,
Perez told an eight-woman
panel on “Linking Women in
Diverse Contexts” on Fnday
In the same meeting, Anna
Syomina from the Gluk net-
work in the Ukraine described
her experience in MamaBé, a
women's group training
women in computer network-
ing More than 2,200 partici-
pants are using e-mail and the
computers here at the Forum
each day, many to send infor-

— - - e s .

mation back to their home
proups

Another NGO here s dem-
onstrating a computer pro-
gram designed to train engi-
neers to be concerned with the
effects of their technologies on
women The program is dem-
onstrated at the Once and Fu-
ture Pavilion at the Interna-
tional Women's Tribune tables

Delegate Sarah Hirshman
created the program, which
poses a senies of design prob-
lems from around the world
and asks the user to create an
appropriate tool to solve the
problem '

To automate mailing lists

Mustrition: Computer News Note

NGOs. APC i1s a non-profit as-
sociation of computer net-
works dedicated to providing

low cost communications ser-"

vices to NGOs and individuals
working for peace, environ-
mental sustainability, develop-
ment, education, health, social
justice and gender equality
APC has provided services
during all UN World Confer-
ences and parallel NGO Fo-
rums since the Earth Summit
in 1992 \|
APC Huatrou Businesy Cen-
ter & Press Center - Building 17
Email
apcwomen@wcw.apc.org
Email for NGO Forum “95
newspaper: htip//fwww
Women's net.apc.org/Beijing

and manage finances, general
business software can be used
Desktop publishing only re-
quires a computer, software, a
printer and copier, so it re-
mains a cost-effechve solution
for many NGOs wanting to
disseminate information.

To use e-mail or get a gen-
eral introduchon to computers,
visit building 17-1 where
Apple Computer and the As-
sociation for ["mgrmnre Com-
munication provide services

Next door, the Once and
Future Pavilion provides addi-
tiomal information about how
individuals and NGOs can use

cnmputurs
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C}lltural traditions
hinder women’s

emancipation

By Wandi Jiang

his seminar brings me
back to memories of my
mother, who was a victim of
the feudal cultural tradition of
China, said Wang Xiaofeng, a
middle aged Chinese teacher
from Nanjing in south China
Wang remembered that her
mother's marriage was ar-
ranged by her parents and that
she was deprived of the right
to school though she was very
smart Her father was a busi-
nessmen, who did not care
much about her mother but
whose only concern, it seemed,
was to have babies They had
16 chiuldren altogether Her
mother dhied at age 49 of no dis-
ease but just because she be-
came being too weak and over-

worked

“I hate the traditiotywhich
dominated China for thou-
sands of years.and really dis-
criminated against women,

and | chose the way of living

r own when possible,”
she said. “1 graduated from
university, | managed to be an
English teacher in Nanjing
Aeronautic and Astronautic
University, and I chose my hus-
band myselt ~

These remarks elicited a
loud applause from Forum
participants, drowning out her
last sentence

Wang was just a passerby at
the seminar like most of the
audience The room for the
seminar, entitled "Traditional
Cultures and Women,” could
accommadate 70 people but al-
most 200 turned up. People
squeezed in every inch of the
room with many standing
outside.

Co-hosted by Chinese and
Korean scholars, the seminar
was mainly about what are cul-
tural traditions and the onen-
tal ones, in particular, and how
they influence the history of
women's development in dif-
ferent countres

As most of the participants
had expected, the dominating
point of view at the workshop
was critical of traditions, argu-
ing that most of them are still
blocking the pace of women's
liberation and development

Ma Yinan, associate profes-

sor with the Department of
Law in Peking University said:
“Generally speaking, the tradi-
tional legal culture of China
was completely a discnminat-
ing one against women. For
example, marriage of women

should be arranged and de-
cided according to betrothal
gift, and a husband was al-
lowed to have several wives
according to the ancient law ~
She believed that even
though the Chinese marriage
law forbids these practices
nowadays, these fransitions
are shll casting a shadow over
the mind of Chinese women
During the past 10 years
when China was being trans-
formed into a market economy
and the income disparity was
widening, 1t was not a rare case
that many young women
would like to marry just for
money while some even pre-
fer to be a concubine of a rich
person
Dr. Chang Pilwha, assocate
professor of Ewha Women's
University of Korea, {ocused
her speech on Korean women
in patriarchal tradition. She
said that the family trouble be-
tween mother-in-law and her
son’'s wife, which has persisted
since the ancient time, is de-
rived from the patriarchal sys-
tem in history. .
Under this system, after a
woman became a mother-in-
law, she would assume her sta-
tus and power 1n the family
from her son, and thus begin

= “ay
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trying to control and give or-

ders-to her son’s wite

 Most of the participants
were interested in defining the -
rrlntlnnshrp_hetwaen tradi-

tions and modernization and
finding solutions to related
problems

A

According to Professor
Zheng Bijun, a Chinese histo-
rian with the Peking Univer-
sity, the cultural tradition of a
country contains both good
and bad things. For example,
she dose not agree with the
opinion that the Chinese cul-
tural tradition is completely
negative where women are
concerned

She emphasized, that the
progress of a nation is always
based on its cultural tradition,
and also on women. Therefore,
the most important task of
scholars and women here is to
continue the good ones while
discarding the rest.
The seminar attracted not

only people from oriental’
countries but a number from
the West. Among them were

Dr. Britt-Marie Lundback from

Sweden and Jane Fladd from :
‘“the United States, whoare all -+~
for Amity Foundation -~ ~
and have studied the cultural
traditions of the oriental coun-

working

tries for years

Betty Friedan on personhood

By Seona Snules

S exual politics were inad-
equate and even diversion-
ary, one of the world s earliest
and best known feminists,
American Betty Friedan, said
on Satuday

Women had attained person-
hood and now needed to con-
centrate on on being persons in
commuruty, she said. It was bme
to get into a new paradigm, be-
yond women versus men

Ms Friedan was speaking on
an informal dialogue panel ar-
ranged by the International As-
sociation of Women in Radio

and Television She arnved a
little late because of difficulty
finding the nght tent, and had to
“climb over the wall” to get in be-

cause of the large crowd which
had gathered to hear her

She warned of<the backlash

of rage against women, in an
economic situation of globalisa-

tion and downsizing of jobs,
and more wealth being concen-
trated in the hands of a few

Just at the time women were
moving into their personhood,
being educated and having ca-
reers and not just being defined
by marnage and motherhood,
unem Plﬂ}"l’l’lﬂ'ﬂt Wis lﬂ[l"‘["d'&-lﬁg

In some places, men were
beginning to say that women
should go home again

The backlash®™gamst women
was real, Ms Friedan said, and

Friedan's tree m Nawrob
10 years ago

poor women were the scape-
goats of the rage caused by the
economic situation

She chastised the worfen’s
movement for not confronting
the polanisation of wealth
"There is paralysis in the
women's movement. We do
not hear the voice of feminists
loudly enough in protection of
poor women

"Power feminists were not
exactly what we meant by em-
powering women."

Ms Friedan said that the
politics of rage and violence
against women, and against
children and men, was symp-
tomatic of a deeper sickness
There needed to be a new vi-
sion, a new context from a base
of equality, to give new mean-
INg o communty.

"1 only know there 15 a need
for this vision, but | have few
concrete suggestions for ac-
tion,” Ms Friedan said

Finland’s 90th

By Seona Smiles

There are women worrying
about the future for the girl
child, women concerned with
aging, women workimng on cul-

ture, womer¥ dealing with gen-

der issues, violence, human

trafficking, and many other dif-
ficult topics. But at the entrance

to the Global Pavilion aréa on | A4 3]

Saturday , Pirkko Jyvakorpi

was just sharing happiness:. «
“Women in Finland got the vote
in 1906, and next year we cel- .

ebrate the 90th anniversary. We

have done fairly well withthe =~ . = =&

number of women elected to

our parliament, and in other

ways. | just.wanted you to
know,” she said, pressing a
small pamphlet about women

passers-by.
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Working W " ton-Pakistan Iﬁlﬁm-ﬂll pm pﬂtndm‘ﬂhrIhr:mtd.ljbyumempﬂm:hmwgﬂhrﬂwdlylihubfﬁpm. 15.00 Wow Winning Opportunities for Women Women's Studies Soety of Japan
A performance werkshop based on case studies of successful women 1;&-; Malnutrition in the Age Group 1-5 Years in El Gezira Sudan gg&?un'hmﬂimh'““‘mﬂnmmm Of Women
17. Mhmm;Unlwm\fldmmm:F:mnﬂhmm}. Proper Cons Confederat
Russian Souventrs ’ Time: Sept 7th, 500-645pm 17.00 Domestic Violence-Rethinking Women's Socal Change Hnt.r:ll.:um Pe hﬂnFDfEI: entific and Professional Organizations V1I
The Women's Union of Russia Lecation: 4-M10 1700~ Economic and Political Empowerment of Women umumrw,um", m,",:“",, Jcas.r.n L
Exhabutwn of Risoun souvermrn unlh sompy and dance from Kussia . 17.00 Family Asian !‘l - [nstitue for the Advance
1700  Feminist Nationalism Worldwide o Women § Confuende Netwark
Ritual -Women Unity for Transformation Time: Sept Sth, 7.30-7 45pm 1700~ Femmes et Justice poe C:,,Fm" srmm
The Woenen's Circus Location: Coffee/Tea Area - 17.00 GﬂﬂdﬁﬁﬂbﬂmhwhhlﬁnhmmﬂuﬁhughhrﬁmunhM uﬁmmﬁummm“mwmm“ s
17.00 How does the Mualim Society View the Family Organdantion I atic Women in leracl
17.00 Human Rights & . Edmmhlmduﬂu-uu :
Schedule Update - Cancelled and Changed Activiti 7 Lo ks by o o Gt
cne e P ate - anceiieda an ange cthltleS :;ﬁ Iﬂmm:.n h:ﬂ: ::m hl,lt-HE Countries and Communities muubhmxuﬁhlﬂmtr Network
: 1700 New Vision, New Deal. Rehalilic " %, Sudamn University of Ahfad for Women
Changed Activities Rehablitation and Disempowerment of Migrant Women )
17.00 Pre-Plenaries CLOSED MEETING 3 Sinhala Women's Organization For Welfare & Advancement of Wome
Time Title 1700  Religion and Spirituslity NGO Forum on Women
11.00 A New Polarization  Please This worksh led nedan Lo orsaa Kl Nlenclo L - s
Faradigm Beyond note: op ks led by Belry F 17.00 th’ﬂmﬂﬂumlru hmiiﬂhﬂﬂ!tmhﬂ:m*hu*m
Canceled Activities : 1700  Teaching about Women & the Law ‘ ““:mmn“.'“ Comamiliee for Women in Iran
m: 17.00 The Girl Child — of Tom Ineq 4 i ien's Studies International Educational Project- CUNY
Time e Organizing Group Room Cap. 1700  Volces Heard, Sisters Unseen ME" m’""'"h“""
900  Launch of the Book Centre for Our Common Future 12°M63 0 1700 Women as Decision Makers in the Commonwealth Network of NGO's
09 00 Children of Romanda Special Schools for Molor Handicapped Children Ananda Marga Universal Relief Team Ladies 19.T22 k1] 17.00 Women as Entrepreneurs: The Role and Contribution as Small Scale Producers United Nations h;ﬂ{"mwﬂmﬁw
000 Methods of Prenatal Diagnowis & their Consequences European Network of Childbirth Associations 19-T35 2 1700 Women as Peacemakers & Peacekeepers " Women In International Security Organization
00 Taking Charge: Women, Money and Power Equity Institute Inc 10-M50 0 1700 . Women in Development Maharashira State Branch mof
0% .00 Women & Traditional Culture Women's Experiences of Northeast Asia Research Center For Aslan Women, Sookmyung Women s University 10-M39 50 17 00 H’ulmi'htilelr Bahai Community of
0900 Women and Traditonal Culture Women's Experiences of Northeast Asia Korean Women's Insbitute Ewha Womans University . 10-M29 50 1700 Work and Family Achieving Gender Balance Assocletion of Weadst In
l:ﬁ L—tnihﬂeprndnmiﬂmuimbﬂwmhhkim Japanese Assocation of International Women s Rights 20-T75 45 12.08 ?ﬂun;wmﬁrdh'u’mm;ruﬁuh Hﬂﬂmcm“ﬂmm::ww
1.0 vanes Multdiscplinaires. Rapprochement des Services des Femmes Rurales Nouvenent Nondial Des Neres: Tunisie 19-T37 30 1900 Celebrating Womans Spirit: Sharing the Sacred Center for Women and Religion
How Far Have We Come? Future Directions Art Culture & Technology Friendship Ambassadors Foundation 19-T44 0 1900 Children of Romania Ananda Marga Women's Welfare
1500 Women & Environment The Kuwaiti Union for Women Associations 10-M38 50 1900 - Comparison of 2 Battered Women's Stories. One with Resources, one without Nc Coalition . o
15.00 Women's Education i Africa Action for Development 9-M26 60 19.00 Decision Making in the Family - mmlcmmmmm
1700  Empowerment of African Women ; United Nations Population Fund 9.M25 150 1900 Video Portrait of Women in Sri Lanca Contos s Wecimes Baae o ¥ mution, - Malaguiug Bbafs
. 19.00 Women And The Economics Of Migration International Catholic Migraton Commissson
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Clean politics, green politics pushe

By Rehana Hakim

H.J.H the }mpulatmn hall
the women,” demanded
Ranjana Kuman, coordinator
of the South Asia Coordina-
tion Committee on Political
Empowerment of Women
(SACTEW), at the second Asia
Macific Congress on Political
Empowerment last Saturday

The SAARC countries con
stitute one-tenth of the world's
population but their

showing in the political
arena was abyvamally low
Bangladesh (10.6%), Bhutan
(5 7%), India (7.6%), the
Maldives (5%), Nepal (3.5%)
and Pakistan (1 .8%)

Women were in the tore-
front of democratic struggles
in the region, but they were not
given an equal share of power

Speaking on behalf of the 23

countries of the Pacihce
Fanaura Kingstone, technical
advrsor for the women's affairs
division in Cook Island, re-
marked that the situatien in
her region was even worse
women were either repre
sented by minuscule numbers
or they were simply not repre
sented
In Fip, for instance, there
were only three women mem-
bers in parliament and while
there were none in Papua New
Guinea whose population
stands at 3.5 million. Solomon
Istands (200,000 people) had
only one in the upper chamber
Fanaura maintamned that
this was in great measure due to
the the tradibhonal culture and
the massive influence the church
wielded on family life. She said
“Good wivies must submit to the
wishes of their husbands or so
the pastor told you ™

Dr Jung Sook Kim from the
Korean Institute for Women mn
Politics informed the assembly
that although there were six
women in politics in the Ko-
rean Republic, they constituted
only 2% of the total numbers
and at least five of them were
government nominecs

The participants agreed that
women were needed in larger
numbers to stop wars and to
end the communalization and
criminalisation of polhitics
*Clean polibics and green poli-
tics is what we wanl, sug-
gested Dr Ranjana Kumar. A
participant from Sri Lanka
raised a moot point: “Were we
doing anything to gender sen-
sitize our women politicians?”
A participant from Fiji said
they were seeking out future

political candidates in order to
put them through gender sen-
sitivity training programs

Fanaura said aside from
women, men too need to be gen
der sensitized. She said “The
process has to begin at home
Women need to train sons to
serve,daughters already know
that = A delegate from Fiji said
that in their region they were
keeping track of potential polit-
cal candidates in order to train
them Also there was a move to
raise¢ funds for those women
who wanted to contest the elec-
tions
Remedios Ignacio-Rikken
national coordinator of Pilipina
the national organization of Fili-
pino women, dwelt on the
theme of holding accountable
women politicians who had
been elected through women's
support. “Don’t create this dis-
tinction of us and them between
yourself and vour representa-
tive,” she warned “Often, we
have this tendency to tell them

Sister, we have helped you get
up there, now perform 1

At the end of thl‘ day, the
South Astan Women's Voice for
Equality demanded that the
UN declare 1995 to 2000 as the
UN Decade for Political Em-
powerment of Women It asked
the UN to apply pressure on
member states to take affirma-
tive action to ensure 30% rep-
resentation of women in politi
cal institutions and all decision
making bodies by the year
2005, and that it restructure it-
self to ensure gender equality
in top decision making posi-
tions by the year 2000

As a delegate rightly
pointed out “The UN has to
put its own house in order be-
fore it asks others to do 50"

Cyprus

women
push

S peatesis,
efforts

Veronuka Sarkany

The Bi-Communal Conflict
Resolution Women's group of
Cyprus 1s the first time since
the conflict in Cyprus began
that Greek and Turkish Cypriot
women speak out together for
peace, equality and develop-
mienit

As a bi-communal conflict
resolution group, 1t 15 guided
by the values of mutual re-
spect, trust and acknow ledge-
ment of fundamental human
needs and nghts. The group ane
convinced that the blame /de-
fend model leads to more con-
frontabion, reproduces conflict
and perpetuates the status quo
at the detniment ot both Greek
and Turkish communities,

Instead, the Bi-Communal
Confhict Resolution Women's
‘.'..nmp Pr‘nmﬂtr- cooperation
to build confidence and hope
at the human level between the
two communities in Cyprus

They are holding their panel
discussion Peace-bulding ef
forts in Cyprus on September
10M - 42

5at 1] am in Venue
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olldarlty in hand prints

Bv Rina Jimenez David

ANDS, outlined on pa-
per, SOme CaTTYIng mes-

sages, others drawings and
patterns like tattoos, hang from
the walls and from twine sus-
pended above the"Made by
Hand” inter-active exhibit at
the Women's Alternative Me-
dia Center

The hand tracings come
from all over the world, with
quate a number obviously sent
by fax. Manorie Kouns, a New
York-based artist, says she had
gathered over 500 "hands” be-
fore the Forum {rr'l.'ﬂ.t‘d. and
hopes to imprint the hands of
all 30,000 or so participants al
the Huairou event

Why hands? And why time
it for the women's conference?

As Kouns’ hand-out ex-
plains. “The hand represents
many things to many people
Throughout the world, women
have built their whole hives
around things Made by Hand
As we enter the information
age, we are reminded that this
super-highway is accessible
primarily by entering code
strings onto a keyboard with
our hands, thereby unlocking
the abundant resources of
knowledge at our hingertips
Hands are the conduit for uni-
versal life energy, and commu-
nicahon vehicles for both the
heanng and vocally disadvan-
I-.q.;rd

“Handwnting as well as cal
ligraphy are both Made by
Hand . This exhibit places no
boundaries on its viewers/

Stcpil.h Hellyman

participants The hands repre-
sented in Made by Hand will
speak for themselves,” she
adds
At present, the hands are
plastered over the nook that
Kouns has carved out for her-
self inside the Shooting School
extension, and flutter abpve
the heads of passers-by In an-
ticipation of getting more
hands, Kouns has strung twine
out the window into the gar-

den in front. In hime, she hopes
the hands will stretch all the
way to the Forum entrance
Those who agree to leave
their hand prints can listen to
a sound collage in which voices
say the word for “hand” and
other words incorporating
“hand” in English, Mandarin,
French, Spanish and Arabic
with background sound of
hands snapping, clipping
clapping while tht_‘}' trace their

hands and leave their mes-

CRTL

[t takes very little imagina-
tion to envisage the people be-
hind all these hands, indeed
holding hands in solidarity,
even if only by hand prints on
paper A big hand to Kouns,
then, for her singular handi-
work!

d
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Women and AIDS:

Question of power over self

CARRIBEAN - When Paula
first learned she had con-
tracted the HIV virus which
causes AlLDS she knew for sure
she had lost out on an impor-
tant gamble

My husband was the only
man | ever had sex with,” she
says swivelling uncomfortably
in an office chair, a half smile
«rossing her face

AIDS orphans

Paula had marned atage 20,
but she has known for years
now that her husband was
having extramarital affairs. She
had hoped somewhere in the
back of her mind that his
behaviour would not put her
and their family at nsk

It was a doomed hope Her
husband, whom she had de-
pended on finanaally, has died
of AIDS, she is now HIV posi-
bivke and her three young chil-
dren are on the verge of being

made AIDS orphans
Now she wonders at the al-

titude that had forced her to re-
main with an unfaithful hus-
band because she had felt it
would have been a “"disgrace
to leave hum "

As a matter of fact women
are the fastest growing HIV
infected group in the region

In Barbados there is one
woman to every two men di-
agnosed with the HIV virus

“It is alarming.'' says Dr
Carol Jacobs of Barbados® Na-
tional Advisory Committee on
AIDS (NACA) “What we are
looking at these days is the
vulnerability of women and
the signiticance of the rise of
statistics as far as the female
population is concerned *

AIDS infected women who
work in private sector enter-
prises have been losing their
jobs once their employer learns
of their diagnosis As a result
the National Umion of Public
Workers have started investi-
gations into seyeral firms’ har-
ing and firing practices

“There is a fear out there
about AIDS which is not only
among workers but employers.
They feel someone with AIDS
would*be a threat to them-
selves and to other workers
says Margaret Gill the union’s
general secretary for research
and education.

In Jamaica to the north, fully
40 percent of the AIDS cases
are women, says that country's
Health Ministry

"They are the fastest grow-
ing group, women with AIDS,’
says Peter Weller, clinical psy-
chologist at the; Ministry of
Health's epidemiology unit
“and it's indicative of the na-
ture of the spread — hetero-
sexudl males infecting
women.”’

More than 40 percent of
househaolds in the region are
headed by women and should
these females contract the HIV,
the consequences for the fam-
ily can be dire.

Children for instance might

not be able to find homes with
relatives, who might still be
fearful of contracting the dis-
ease

In Trinidad and Tobago
some 108 children below the
age of 14 have been diagnosed
HIV positive Eleven of those
children were abandoned 1n
1993 at the Port of Spain Gen-
eral Hospital,

Social pressures
Existing children's h{‘."l‘l"li'.'::-

appear to be refusing accepzg

tance to HIV positive children
on the grounds that they lack
the resources to adequately
care for them,” says a report
from: that country’s National
AIDS Programme

Health workers say many ol
the women who contract AIDS
do so because of societal pres-
sures and customs

“Many women feel power-
less to protect themselves from
AIDS,” says Dr Maxine
Ankrah

For a very long time men
in the region had scolfed at
using condoms claiming that
real men preferred to “ride
bare back™ as they put it

The circumstances sur-
rounding women's suscepti-
bility to the disease and the
disease itself will be part of
the discussions at the world
women s summit to be held in
Beijing, China beginning to-
day

At the last conterence held
10 years ago in Nairobi,
Kenya, AIDS was not an
agenda priority. Then the uru-
versal understanding was
that HIV / AIDS was a disease
affecting homosexual men in
the West

But now statistics show
that there are over 11 milhon
infected adults worldwide,
about 40 percent of whom are
women. It 15 eshimated that in
anoterh four and half years,
half of all HIV-infected adults

will be women. (IPS)

French colony opposed to nuke tests

By Rina Jimenez David

hen she was 15,
Susana Ouneir-Small
got inte an argument with a
French girl in school
“She called me a dirty
Kanak, and at that time,
kanak’ was an insulting
term,” says Susana
She was expelled by school
authonties as a result of-the ar-
gument, and Susana has not
been able to complete her stud-
1es since. But Ihuul.;h her for-
mal schooling may haye been
interrupted, Susana has
rounded off her education with
almost 30 years of activism,
particularly through her in-
volvement with the PCRC, or
the Pacific Concerns Resource
Center )
The focus of Susana’s activ-
1sm has been her own country
of Kanaky, otherwise known as
Ng‘w Caledonia, a French
colony Mururoa Atoll, where
the French government is
scheduled to conduct nuclear
testing, lies a five-hour plane
ride away in “French”
Polynesia
But, says Susana, “all of us
in the Pacific are affected as
well”
“You cannot separate the is-
sue of nuclearization from

colonization,” declares Susana

“The only reason the Chirac
government 1S conducting the
nuclear tests in the Pacitic 1s
that we are their ‘ternitory”. 1
we were not a colony of the
French, they would not be able
to conduct nuclear tests in our
area.’

“The only way to put an end
to nuclear testing in the Pacihc
15 to de-colenize the Pacihic.”
she says

But Susana doubts very
much if France would ever vol-
untanly leave their Paafic ter-
ritories “The wealth of the
French was taken from our
natural resources, our nickel,
gold, copper, zinc and iron
They are also making a lot of
money from tourism, because
our 1slands boast of very mild,
very beautiful climate, with
lots of beaches

Just recently in her native
island of Quvea, Susana says
19 Kanaks were executed for
vanous offenses, “this, in an
island whose population is
only 2,700
Kanaky's population totals
145,000 but of this, only 72,000
15 native Kanak “because a
policy of transmigration was
put in place to dilute the native
population”

So concerned are the French

¥
&
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Sisterhood 1s global. Bolivian participant signing a protest poster aganst nuclear testing

about the political implications
of their resumption of the
nuclear tests that the govern-
ment has barred activist native
women from attending the
Conference; says Susana. An

activist from Tahiti was pre-
vented from leaving and she
Says, t]‘\lﬂ- want to disorga-
nize us and separate us.”
Susana decries what she
calls French “hypocrnisy.” She

Fhaote Stephenie Hallvman

says. “They came here to talk
about peace negotiations and
peace work, but they them-
selves are killbing people in
their Pacific colonies. ™ (

.
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Walking

n two
worlds

with one

spirit

Photographs by Stephenie Hollyman

n the icy realms of
laska’s Arctic region live the
Inpuiat elders. Following
traditional ways, they seek to
pass on their wisdom to fu-

ture generations of Inupiat
youth. They commissioned

these portraits to accompany
an oral history project. The
three portraits on this page
were selected from a total of
120. ‘

A Photo Archive Project Com-
missioned by the Inupiat Elders
Council, Northwest Arctic Bor-
ough, Alaska, U.S.A.
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Journalists de
threat of death

FRICA— Sihem has
dyed her hair and
bought a gun. Karima changes
her itinerary daily, Lamja has
gone underground, often en-
during days without a shower
Such is the life of a woman
reporter in Algeria today,
where more than 48 journalists
and other professionals — in-
cluding four women — have
been killed since 1993 and at
least 200 forced to flee the
country.

The persecution of journal-
1sts and intellectuals — perpe-
trated by both government
forces and Islamist rebels —
has taken place against a back-
drop of violence that leads
back to Jan. 1992, when the Al-
gerian army cancelled a gen-
eral election the Islamic party
was poised to win.

Since then between 10,000
and 30,000 people have died in
the political conflict, and the
hives of those committed to re-
porting the atrocities have
come to resemble that of a sol-

dier of fortune more than a

white-collar professional
Since Djaafar El Afghani,

leader of the Islamic Armed

Group (GIA), swore to fight

with the sword those who are
fighting with the pen, only
war-battered Rwanda and Yu-
goslavia has matched Algeria’s

isly record of the number of
journalist deaths.

According to Paris-based
rights group Reporters Sans
Frontiers, 119 journalists were
reportedly assassinated in 1994
and early 1995 — ""an absolute
record”.

Amina, who is 35 and has
been a journalist for eight
years, remembers practising
her trade before the advent of
terrorism and government cen-
sorship: “‘Before, a journalist
was well regarded, she didn’t
have to keep her profession a
secret, and she did her job in
all tranquillity,” she says, “but
now nothing 1s as it was be-
fore.”

Like many of her colleagues,
Amina no longer lives at home;
the dangers attendant to her
profession have forced her un-
derground.

“Fear? Yes I'm afraid. It's
only human, and I'm not
ashamed to admut it. But it’s
not death itself, it’s the atroci-
ties that go with it that I fear,”

she says.

According to Amnesty In-

ternational, rape and death
threats in Algeria are common-
place, and women have been
killed for both wearing and not
wearing the veil.

“After all, journalism,
writing, is how I earn
my living; it's the only
j0b I know how to do.
It’s in my blood,”
Amina

Yet Amina refuses to either
leave her profession or move to
a less hostile environment

"It is out of the question for
me to capitulate, both as a mat-
ter of principle and out of re-
spect for my colleagues who
have been assassinated. And,
after all, journalism, writing, is
how I earn my living; it's the
only job I know how to do. It's
in my blood,” she says

"'l cannot bring myself to
leave, though I would never
quarrel with those who have
been forced into exile, because

this (fear) is legitimate,” she
adds.

Amina describes the case of
Rachida Hammadi, a journal-
ist with ENTV, the Algerian
television network, and the
first woman journalist to be as-

sassinated, as the scenario they

_ all fear.

"We met covering the hi-
Jacking of the French Airbus.
She was very ambitious, with

a strong character. We spent

whole days and nights to-
gether watching out for the
least scrap of information.
Rachid wanted at any price to
get her own picture of what
actually happened on the Air-
bus, and she got it,” Amina
says.

Thirty-year-old Sihem
minces no words about the
“terrorists” who have several
times threatened her and mem-
bers of her family. She persists,
however, in signing her politi-
cal articles, refusing to hide be-
hind a pseudonym.

Do you know what I do to
shake off the terrorists?”’ she
asked ruefully. “Each time I
change how I look, my way of
dressing, the colour of my hair,
and then they only se¢ my gun.
Yes, that’s the way to shake off
terrorists. All of us have our
‘little tricks’, even if we know
that in the last analysis, when
our fatal hour sounds, there is
absolutely nothing we can do.”

‘’As for myself,”” says
Karima, 25, a two-year veteran,
“I regularly change my sched-
ule and my itineraries, and a
little voice tells me joyfully,
‘I've shaken them off’, but ba-
sically it’s not funny at all.”

The sathe goes for Ouahlba,
who describes her daily trip to
work as a terrifying ordeal: ”']
get into a panic, and the last
three hundred metres separat-
iIng me from the press building
where the paper I work for is
located seem interminable. It's
not for nothing that all the jour-
nalists call this street ‘the cor-
ridor of death’,” she adds.

The more disillusioned
Fazia is of another opinion: ”'I
don’t see what sense it makes
to always be on the look-out
Besides, how can you be on
your guard when you've noth-
ing but your bare hands and
you're faced with some guy
armed with a Kalashnikov
(rifle).”

“And then, why give your-
self so much trouble when one
fine morning some guy from
your own quarter — perhaps
he’s even one of your
neighbours sharing the same
landing with you — puts a bul-
let in your head,” she says

The constant threat 1s taking
a toll on even the most commit-

ted reporters, some of whom
find their inspiration dwin-

- dling under the barrage of

stress.

"We can't refuse to give our
identity to anyone who asks for
it when we go in search of some
piece of information. There we
have to say in a soft voice to the
security guard ‘I'm a journal-
ist’ if he insists on asking us to
show out professional card,
which most of us have either
destroyed or thrown into the
back of a drawer and locked it
away,” says Samira

But women journalists must
endure the double burden of
being members of two groups
whose position has clearly de-
teriorated since the advent of
the civil war.

Women’s groups like the
Paris-based International
Democratic Federation of
Women estimate that more
than 356 Algerian women have
been assassinated since 1993 by
Islamic extremists.

And in a country where a
‘Family Code’ — codified in
1984 — grants women the sta-
tus of minors, forever subordi-
nate to men, a family’s restric-
tions on a woman’s movements
can endanger her life.

Thus 1s the case for Fatiha, 28,
who believes her family is act-
ing out of fear more than
authoritarianism: "My parents
would frown on my taking a
hotel room, following the ex-
ample of male colleagues and
certain of my female col-
leagues.

fy constant

““They are very attached to
the proprieties, and are only
too capable of forcing me to
choose between my job and
our house, should I express a
wish to leave the family
home.”

For others it is the trial of liv-
ing life on the run that is intol-
erable. “'T often go to ground at
my friends and relatives, but it
is revolting. Sometimes [ feel
disgusted with myself, pinned
down by my job, having to live
in hiding I don’t even have
time to take a shower or
change,” says Lamia, 25

And the stress of resisting
persecution is not limited to
the journalist herself.

"My mother,” says 26-year-
old Farida “sadly bids me

"My mother,” says
26-year-old Farida
“'sadly bids me good-bye
each time I leave the

house. I look back and
see her stnndiﬁg on the
doorstep begging
me with her eyes
to be careful,”

good-bye each time I leave the
house. I'look back and see her
standing on the doorstep beg-
ging me with her eyes to be
careful, and I say to myself,
‘God, do I have the right to
make my family suffer like
this?"

One of the journalists’ moth-
ers confided, “’I am very wor-
ried for my daughter, I tell
myself that if something hap-
pens, I would want them to kill
me too, because I could no
longer survive without her. |
am encouraging her to leave
the country, I prefer her far
from me rather than dead ”

But Algeria’s women jour-
nalists persist in the face of
enormous pressure. "My fe-
male staff,” one newspaper
editor told IPS, "are very am-
bitious, they never cringe at an
assignment, and if you send
them out to do a report, even
to the remotest part of the
country, they’ll do it, braving
family pressure and the inse-
curity that exists everywhere in
the country.”

“Each time I tell them, look
after yourselves, you are dou-
bly threatened, because you
are women and because you

are journalists,”-he added.
(IPS) '

By Rina Jimenez David

IT couldn’t have happened at
a worse time.

[rene Santiago, executive di-
rector of the NGO Forum, is
now laid up in her room after
falling and sustaining a hair-
line fracture on her ankle bone
the other day.

Santiago said she was visit-
ing the exhibition area at the
Long Shan Conference Center
late Saturday afternoon when
she missed the last step on the
stairs and fell, twisting her
ankle. e ¥

She was brought to the

medical center where an X-ray
showed a hairline fracture on T

her right ankle.

4'...-

When this reporter visited St

Ms Santiago in her hotel room,
she had her leg raised with an
ice pack on the swelling ankle.
Friends, staff and family were

busy convincing her to go to

the hospital and have a cast put
on it.

. Putting a positive note on
her mishap, Ms Santiago said
at least it had given her the
chance to visit the medical cen-
ter, the only facility in the Fo-
rum site that she had not yet
personally inspected

e e . e e e e gy

Echos

Embargo

Des femmes Irakiennes ont
organise une manifestation
contre I'embargo auquel I'Irak
est soumi depuis cing ans.
Plusieurs participantes au fo-
rum ont rejoint la manifesta-
tion, dont une majorite des

'ONGs arabes ,et plusieurs

groupes d'Amerique latine
etd’Asie et d'Atrique.

Afrique :
La nuit de I'Afrique tel etait le

theme du spectacle multicolor -

presente la nuit d’avant hier au
theatre de verdure du forum.
Des defilets de costumes
traditionnels sont passe ,sous
les chants et rythmes Africains.
La pluie n'a pas prive le public
de continuer sa soiree.
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By Hudrong Liu
B icycles, usually a favorite

torm of transport for Chi-
nese, are all the rage among
foreign delegates to the NGO
Forum here in Huairou these
days

"I get to places fast when |
ride a bike,” said Ana Maria
Quiroz from Canada while get-
ting onto her new acquisition
for a workshop. “When certain
activities are canceled, I can get
to another quickly this way ”

She rode her bike around
the Huairou Reservoir to enjoy
the beautiful scenes there “It
15 also great exercise,” she de-
clared.

But for Stephenie Hollyman,
the camera woman of Forum
95, getting around fast was
definitely the most important
thing on her mind as she has
to take many pictures at differ-
ent places around town every
day.

“Besides, I am tired of walk-
Ing. It gives me a rest,” she
said.

According to Cao Wethong,
a shop assistant at the bicyclés
counter of the Huairou Depart-

ment Store, bicycles sell like

‘hot cakes these days. -

" them in the past few days and
about 60 on oneday,” she said
The bicycles she and her col-
leagues sold to foreigners are
mostly inexpensive ones,
which cost about 45 U.S. dol-
lars each |
“Because I can’t take it
home” Quiroz said
While it is more convenient
for the delegates to ride a bi-
cycle to get around, it may
have added a little more work

;5'5:1{

to Wu Jianxiang, a policeman
who directs traffic at the cross-
roads near the Beijing Huairou
International Convention Center

“They may not know our
traffic rules very well and some
of them ride too fast,” he said

But he admitted that most of
the foreign bike riders have
been doing pretty well and he
has heard of no accident involv-
ing a bike

Wu believes that foreigners
buy bicycles because they think
bicycles are so popular in China
and they need exercise and see
more things in town.

“If they take a bus or taxi,
they can t see much,” he said

Can they return the bikes
when they leave and get some
refund?

"No, we don’t want those
used bicycles because we don t
have space for them,” Cao of
the Huairou Department Store
said

Hollyman, who bought her
bike from the store, said she
would give hers to a volunteer
to thank the volunteers for their
work.

But Quiroz, who bought her
bike from another store, plans
to take it back to the store after
it serves her p

“When I bought the bike at -

the store down there, I saw this
note saying that any foreigner
who buys her bicycle there
could return it and get 40 per-
cent refund,” she said, pointing
in the direction across the street
from the convention center
“So aftefI use it during the
Forum, I can still get about 20
dollars back and [ would spend
only a little more than 20 dol-
lars for my transportation all
these days It 1s a good deal.”

Stephenie Hollyman
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Self-led workshop

Wandi Jiang

he Workshop on Leader-
ship Skills for Women
should have started at 9.00 am
on September 2 in the room 36
according to the schedule. Ev-
ery seat was occupied on time
More than 50 women and men
attended the meeting. But the
workshop leaders did not show
up. Chatting and changing busi-
ness cards while waiting, the au-
dience did not appear to be im-
patient until 9:40.
“Ladies and ladies,” an
American lady stood up speak-
ing loudly, “Why don’t we be-

14 * Forum 95
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gin our discussion on this mat-
ter right now instead of wast-
ing our time waiting. What I
would like to put forward is
that women should not pi-
geonholed. We should seek
leadership through participat-
Ing various organizations.”
Her name is Vernell Crum-
baugh, an activist with the so-
cial organization called Alco-
hol/Drug Counseling: Nutri-
tion for Recovery and Adoles-
cents at Risk located in Idaho
She was followed by Joan
Zamora, a teacher from
Canada As though she was in
her own classroom, she began
g

P e ———— I N

her speech after standing in
front of the blackboard. “OK,
let’s concentrate on what we
should have for leadership.
Could you list them one by
one?” she asked

“Cause,” “active in commu-
nity,” “volunteer,” “risk taker,”
“creative,” “persistence” *“sense
of responsibility,” ““strong PR
ability,” ““good organizer,” *"tol-
erance,” “sense of humor,
“good mother”. The answers
came from every corner of the
room without a pause. The
teacher kept writing until the
good characteristics for leader-
ship to over 30. "It sounds as =

Fr
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though she is a perfect per-
son,” said Zamora, to laughter
from every one

Some participants argued
that financial power is usually
the leading problem, and 1t
was worth discussing how
women could’ locate the
sources of finance available
Potential sources were listed
such as banks, co-ops, national
and international organiza-
tions, special foundations and
public fund raising activities.
One person whispered, “It
helps o marty rich men.”
+ Participants included people
from Bangladesh, Namibia, Ja-

pan, India, Kuwait, China,
Canada, the United States,
Uganda, Laos, Iran and South
Africa Thus free-for-all did not
end until people for the next
seminar arrved.

Crumbaugha, a mothér and
grandmother, said with éxcite-
ment after the meeting, “I was
born to a family which history
dates back to slayery period.
For generations black women
were not aware of their own
rights and they used be silent
ones in society. Now we should
open our mouths and share tal-
ents and opportunities with all
the others.”

- Bicycles turn into hot cakes in Huairou
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UN on

Sara Ann Fnedman
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tis a daily chore to love my

daughter and to protect her
from me. I conceived the child
of a monster and I never want
her to know how she was born
of who her father was.”

That was Agnes speaking as
she recounted her past ordeal
On 9 October, the Ugandan In-
dependence Day, 14 year old
Agnes was abducted by three
men while on her way home
from school. Members of a
rebel group, the abductors cov-

ered her eyes with a piece of

cloth and dragged her on a

long journey to their camp, in-
different to her hunger, ex-

haustion, bleeding feet and
stark terror.

Shame

At the camp, Agnes and the
other kidnapped girls were
forced to serve the command-
ers in whatever way they
wished: to cook, care for the
wounded and appease their
voracious and daily sexual

needs

“IL.bad no sexual experi-
ence,” says Agnes, now 29. “He

held me down, tied me, beat

me and then raped me many
times. As I gave up resisting,
shame took the place of pain.”
Many months later, Agnes
gave birth to a daughter in the
bushes while the rebels were
on the run. = *

She escaped and found her
way to a military base where
the authorities grilled her for

information, fed her almost
nothing and provided no coun-
seling or any support

“Why is it that those we de-

pend on to protect us are so
often those who abuse us?”

Agnes asks. “And why do they
£0 unpunished?”

* This was ong of 22 moving
testimonues presented at the six
hour Global Tribunal on Ac-
countability for Women’s Hu-

e R e e

“I conceived the child
of a monster and I never
want her to know how
she was born or who her
father was.”

man Rights held on 1 Septem-
ber at the International Con-
vention Center (Huairou Cin-
ema).

Organized by the US based
Center for Women'’s Global
Leadership, the tribunal will

demand accountability from
the UN and from the world’s

governments for their actions

and inactions. . :

Charlotte Bunch, director of
the Global Center, explains:
“The UN 1s on trial before the
people of the world.”

At the 1993 World Confer-
ence on Human Rights in
Vienna, said Bunch, women
began to tear down the wall of
silence surrounding their hu-
man rights violations. Today,

al

the holes in the wall are still too
few and the remaining abuses
too many in every corner of the
world like mutilation, killing,
slavery, imprisonment, and
rape

Mahfouda ALley Hamid
and other self employed
women in rural Tanzania have
experienced economic depri-
vation because of Structural
Adjustment Programs

Thea DuBow suffered years
of physical and psychological
violence at the hands of her
husband, who she ultimately
killed in self defense. In her
four years in prison, she orga-
nized other women ihmates
who were survivors of domes-
tic violence. .

These 22 women speak not
only for themselves, but also
for the millions of women in
every country whose human
rights are violated daily and re-
peatedly. Their perpetrators
may be unfamiliar to pne an-
other but represent the sys-
temic violence committed and
supported by public and pri-
vate institutions at every level.
Sexual abuse is not a private
act,” said Radhika
Coomaraswamy , UN Special
Rapporteur on Violence
against Women. “Rape and
sexual slavery are not normal
acts of war. These are myths
which must be dispelled.”

The force of change is
clearly vident as workshops
addressing violence against
women number in the many
dozens.
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On Monday, 4 September,

from 1 to 2:45 p.m. at the Inter- .

national Convention Center, a
petition will be presented to
the UN to demand a report on
the ‘'steps it has taken to'pro-
mote and protect the human
rights of women since Vienna.

IMustration: Manjula Padmanabhan

The petition has been trans-
lated into more than 30
languags, circulated in over
140 countries and is sponsored

by more than 1,500 groups 1in-

ternationally

Adolescent tips needed

By Willham A. Ryan

hen'] got my first
period, all my mother
told me was, “Stay away from
boys.” The next time a boy tried
to talk to me, I hit him.”

The young girl was one of a
dozen audience members who
took the floor to amplify points
made by panelists in a lively
Saturday session on African
youth and reproductive health.

They spoke with passion on
the need for better communi-
cation about sexual matters
and for more support to young
women to counter gender dis-
crimination and reproductive
health risks.

Education

Three teenagers led the
panel, organized by the UN
Population Fund (UNFPA)
with the support of the Center
for Development and Popula-
tion Activities (CEDPA) and

Family Care International
(FCI) \
Olublinmi Adeleye of Nige-
na addressed health problems
linked to early pregnancy, un-
safe abortion, HIV/AIDS and
female genital nfutilation.
Ireen Lungu of Zambia
stressed the value of sex edu-
cation and peer group pro-
grams to counter ignorance
and misinformation
Micheline Mashigo of South
Africa noted that social disap-
proval keeps many adolescents
from going to clinics to obtain
contraceptives.

Mother-daughter .

Their presentations trig-
gered nearly an hour of com-
ments by women and girls, in-
cluding an 11 year old from
Africa

Several spoke about the in-
adequacy of communication
between mothers and daugh-
ters regarding sexuality.

One speaker said that in
some local languages, the
words needed are considered
shameful. Others emphasized
the importance of teaching ma-
terials, of educating parents,
and of teaching boys to respect
women. |

Next-came speeches from
experts in adolescent health
and education,

Frightful odds

The director of Kenya's Cen-
ter for Adolescent Studies, Dr.
Khama Rogo, pointed out the
frightful odds facing young
African women today: One in
twenty will die of pregnancy-
related causes, another 1 in 20
of HIV/AIDS; among adoles-
cents with HIV, girls outnum-
ber boys six to one. |

Family life education must
begin primary school, he ar-
gued, since only 30 per cent of

. girls attend high school.

i S —

No-show Sally

=

By Seona Smiles

‘ } ery few women in Holly -

wood are flakes,” Eliza-
beth Coit of the NOW Legal
Detense and Education reas-
sured us. We were waiting for
American film actress Sally
Field to speak at a workshop
in an auditorium, which was
already half full an hour before
it was due to begin.

“I have worked in Los An-
geles quite a bit, and I know
many actresses who are not the
blonde bimbos they are per-
haps made out to be on the
screen or in the magazines,”
she says.

Coit wall fly shortly to Los
Angeles for a fund raising din-
ner, honoring some families,
who have brought up out-
standing daughters in various
fields. “And we are getting a
lot of support from Hollywood
women,” she says.

There 1s a Hollywood
Women’s Political Caucus
where Hollywood women put
their money in

Coit explains: “Barbra
Streisand, for instance, backs
Bella Abzug, who is here at the
Forum. Barbra also puts a lot
into AIDS work. Meryl Streep
is fighting for better women's
part in films.”

Sally Field may have been
the Flying Nun and Gidget, but
she was also Norma Rae the
union leader and mother of
Forest Gump. ;

“I have a lot of faith in Hol-
lywood,” Coit said.

Unfortunately, Sally Field
never arrived to confirm this.
A nervous member of the NGO

- Forum Secretariat announced

the cancellation of the work-
shop. “Ah well,” says Coit, “I
will just get on with writing an
extended letter to my four
nieces on the Forum experi-
ence.”
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No fun being gay

AFRICA— The anti-gay senti-
ments of Zimbabwean presi-
dent Robert Mugabe has won
applause from some who re-

gard homosexuality as “un-

african” and despair from oth-

ers over the tolerance

The can of worms was

opened when the government
barred the Gay and Lesbian
Association of Zimbabwe
(GALZ) from exhibitiong at the
Zimbabwe International Book
Fair held on July 28th to Au-

gust Sth.

Calling GALZ the “associa-

tion of sodomists and sexual
perverts” Mugabe said that, “
Madness we will never accept
in Zimbabwe ... its against the
law and will be treated as
such.” .

The row escalated with U.S

legislators critising the
government’s stance, Mugabe
hitting back by taunting con-
gressmen, and then facing an
angry demonstration of South
#hfrn:an gays last weekend
when he attended a Regional
- Heads of State Summit in

o :
o i

Johannesberg, .-

_h;;:;.*_rrﬁ-‘{t <G ALZ'; member And rew :
f:.}f' ~  Morrison, a university lecturer,

‘believes Freedom of expres-

o,

sion is about tolerating things
that we really don’t like. This
1s a area of taboo in Zimbabwe
but it is an area of equality and
the government must accept
that.”

Across the border in Zam-
bia, where homosexuality is il-
legal , many refuse too.

“President Mugabe’s stance
1S correct.. how can United
States congressmen try to force
Mugabe to be charitable to
such an unnatural thing as
homosexualism. Its is not just
unnatural, it is un-African.”
says Lusaka resident Richard
Mwanza .

His chorius is picked up by
the church, women'’s groups
and even some human rights
and civic organizations.

" As far as the church is con-
cerned, there is no comprimise
on the matter. Homosexualism
1s a sin which must not be al-
lowed to take root in the name
of human rights. Society 1s al-
ready decayed as it is, “ thun-
dered Church of God Overseer,
Bishop John Mambo, spokes-
man for the Foundation o

‘Democratic Progress. '

It is male homosexuality

that appears to be of chief con-

Iy |

cern Lesbianism does not rate
a mention on the statute books,
but sodomy carries a nine
month sentence with hard
labour in Zambia and legisla-
tors say its extremely unlikely
that law will be amended.

“ I do not see anyone mov-
ing such a motion or introduc-
ing a bill to that effect. I hon-
estly do not see it being passed
by this parliment in this
christian state”, notes Deputy
Minister in the office of the
President, Eric Silwamba.

He said that many mem-
bers in the country’s multi-
party Parliment are culturally
conservative.

“While they may be open to
new democratic ideas or ideals,
they are still closed on such

- matters and [ would advise

those pursuing them to cool off
and bide their time for another
generation of legislators”, he
added.

In Nigeria, the furore trig-
gered by Mugabe over the is-
sue hardly made the papers.
It's a subject that remains
firmly in the closet. A

il "lﬁ'ﬂmt time I heard of :

such a thing was in the late
1960°s when boys attending

boys-only secondary schools
were caught experimenting
with sex because of the absence
of girls”, says driver Isaac
Adeniyi

“ 1 belive their must be
homosexuals...but you know
these things are hidden be-
cause our society does not
apporve of such deviant be-
havior”, reckons journalist Vic-
tor Adekunle.

In Islamic Northern Nigeria
homosexuality, however much
frowned upon, has a much
stronger tradition. “ They do
not make any attempt to hide
their inclination. They some-
times dress and behave like
women. [t’s an old phenom-
enon here”, said one resident
of the Northern city of Kaduna.

But in South Africa, feed Ing
on the new democratic culture,
gay men and women have
been vocal in demanding their
rights and discrimination on
the grounds of sexual prefer-
ence is outlawed. According to
Patrick kelly of the Human
Rights Committee of South Af-

rica, Mugabe’s statements are -

disturbing for a man noted for
his fight for political liberation
of his country

“ We need to understand that
we are in the 90's. If African
countries have a serious com-
mitment to human rights the
right to sexual preference is part

of that”, says Kelly, the HRC,

National Director. *  »

His explanation for the sud-
den frenzy over the issue is
partly due to the over sub-
scribed but wrong assumption
that being gay is “ un-African”.

South African papers came

out robustly in their attacks on

Mugabe this week with head-
lines like: “You‘re King already
Robert, so why don't you let
them be Queens.”

“ Calvinists in particular of-
ten play god'by seating thems
selves on the lofty throne of
judgement....in the process of
deliberately ignoring the bibli-
cal injunctions to-“do unto oth-
ers” and to  judge not, lest ye
also be judged”, wrote newspa-
per columnist jon Qwelane.
(IPS)
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I think we should be told!
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